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$765,000 AWARD BOOST FOR DAVENTRY CHARITY

A Northamptonshire husband and wife who established a charity dedicated to providing health care in some of Africa’s most remote regions are today celebrating after scooping a $765,000, three-year award from the US-based Skoll Foundation. The award is one of 16 Skoll Awards for Social Entrepreneurship presented to honour the most innovative and effective approaches to resolving critical social issues.

Andrea and Barry Coleman’s charity, Riders for Health (Riders), works to improve the delivery of health care to rural communities in Africa using motorcycles and four-wheeled vehicles. Riders puts in place maintenance and training measures to ensure that African health workers have reliable vehicles that never break down and are run at the lowest possible cost. 

Every year three million people die in developing countries because of lack of access to treatment. Even low-tech measures like mosquito nets, condoms, vaccinations and health education cannot make a difference if they do not reach the remote communities who need them. In 2005 Riders for Health’s African-led teams helped enable public health workers to reach nearly 11 million people with regular health care.

Said Andrea Coleman: The internal combustion engine is 100 years old, yet children are still dying because no one can get to them with vaccines or bed nets. 
When health workers are mobilised, continued Barry Coleman, communities are protected from disease, healthy adults can engage in income-generating activities, and children are strong enough to go to school. Transport management doesn’t often make the headlines, but it is the long-term, essential answer to Africa's problems.
The Skoll Awards for Social Entrepreneurship honour and provide support for established organisations led by social entrepreneurs who are applying innovative and effective approaches to resolve critical social issues around the world. Each year’s recipients are identified through an open competitive process that identifies social entrepreneurs whose work has already demonstrably improved the lives and circumstances of marginalised, disadvantaged or disenfranchised populations throughout the world.

Said Sally Osberg, President and chief executive of the Skoll Foundation: Andrea and Barry Coleman reflect the essence of Skoll social entrepreneurs:  practical innovators who resolve social problems and build civil society’s infrastructure and effectiveness. Each organisation in our portfolio of Skoll Awards for Social Entrepreneurship is tackling a complex social problem in order to promote healthy, sustainable communities. Riders for Health is no exception. Together with our other social entrepreneurs, Riders represents an incredibly powerful force for systemic social change.

The Awards will be personally presented by Skoll Foundation Chairman Jeff Skoll on March 30 at the third annual Skoll World Forum on Social Entrepreneurship at Oxford University.

Ends.

Notes for editors:

Riders for Health

Riders for Health are long-established experts in transport for development. We have worked for 15 years on the problem of delivery systems for health care in Africa. We work with ministries of health, UN agencies and NGOs, while our programme staff are all nationals of the countries in which we work. Riders has logistical support programmes with national coverage in Nigeria, the Gambia and Zimbabwe. We have a smaller, satellite programme in Kenya.
For more information:

Rachel Harrington

rharrington@riders.org
01327 300047


www.riders.org
The Skoll Foundation

The Skoll Foundation advances systemic change to benefit communities around the world by investing in, connecting and celebrating social entrepreneurs—individuals dedicated to pioneering new solutions that result in lasting improvements to complex social problems.  The Skoll Foundation invests in social entrepreneurs through the Skoll Awards for Social Entrepreneurship. It connects them through Social Edge, an online community at www.socialedge.org and via the annual Skoll World Forum on Social Entrepreneurship at the Skoll Centre for Social Entrepreneurship at Said Business School, Oxford University. It celebrates social entrepreneurs through projects such as The New Heroes, a public television documentary series that tells 12 dramatic stories of social entrepreneurs who bring innovative, empowering solutions to intractable social problems around the world. 

For more information: 

Laura Vais

lvais@skollfoundation.org
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 www.skollfoundation.org.
